
1. Main Staircase
Built in 1860-63 by architect Ippolito Monighetti, the Staircase is decorated with  
a collection of Japanese and Chinese 17th–18th century porcelain and Italian Masters 
paintings on the ceiling.   

2. Exhibition Room 1
A unique model of the Great Palace at Tsarskoe Selo created in 1743-44 by architect  
Andrei Kvasov, reflecting one of the significant stages in the history of its construction. 

3. Great Hall
Created to architect Bartolomeo Rastrelli’s design in the 1750s, the hall in the Russian 
Baroque style was intended for official receptions, celebrations, banquets, balls and 
masquerades. The ceiling painting The Triumph of Russia by Giuseppe Valeriani glorifies 
the reign of Empress Elizabeth Petrovna, the daughter of Peter the Great.

4. First Antechamber
The ceiling painting is named The Triumph of Bacchus and Ariadne. The French comic 
opera Les troquers (The Barterers) by Antoine Dauvergne was performed here on 
Catherine II’s birthday in 1765 and the Russian comedy The Brigadier-General by Denis 
Fonvizin on 19 August 1772.
5. Second Antechamber
Decorated with gilded woodcarvings after Rastrelli’s design sketches, the room was used 
for balls and masquerades in the 1770s. The ceiling painting depicts Bacchus and Ariadne.

6. Third Antechamber
The room’s main decorative elements include gilded woodcarvings and a ceiling painting 
named Mount Olympus. Finished in a manner different from the others, this Antechamber 
had fluted columns and four marble fireplaces installed in the later 18th century, when the 
whole southern part of the palace was reconstructed on Catherine II’s orders.

7. Chevalier Dining Room
Displayed on the tables are pieces from the “Order Services” decorated with the badges 
and sashes of Russian orders of chivalry, whose holders were received here officially. 
The porcelain sets were made between 1777 and 1785 at Francis Gardner’s factory near 
Moscow.
8. White State Dining Room
Formerly intended for grand banquets, the room has the “Indian Flowers” tableware set 
and a porcelain composition resembling the Large Caprice pavilion in the Park. The walls 
have still lifes with hunting trophies by Johann Friedrich Grooth. The decorative scent 
vases on the tables between the windows are known as boule-de-neige (snowball).

9. Crimson Pilaster Room
The room’s main decorative accents are the pilasters containing clear glass backed by red 
(crimson) metallic foil. Also catching the eye are a card-table with an 18th-century Chinese-
made chess set and a secretaire made by the German master craftsman Abraham Roentgen.

10. Green Pilaster Room
Decorated with pilasters containing glass backed by green foil, the room served as a pantry 
during Catherine II’s reign and later as a room for music evenings. The harpsichord is 
a modern replica of a Flemish virginal.
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11. Portrait Hall
The white damask walls are hung with large formal portraits of Catherine I,  
Empress Elizabeth Petrovna (Peter the Great’s daughter), Natalia Alexeyevna (Peter’s 
sister) and Catherine II.

12. Amber Room
Lost in WW2 and reconstructed in 2003, the Amber Room is justifiably called one of the 
wonders of the world as the only example of amber used as wall decoration.

13. Picture Hall
The collection of Western European paintings of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries 
was acquired by artist Georg Grooth on the orders of Empress Elizabeth in Prague and 
Hamburg in 1745–46. Their tapestry-like arrangement is typical of the time.

14. Small White Dining Room
The paintings depict the Catherine Palace (then the Great Palace of Tsarskoe Selo) and 
Park. Notable too are the Russian mid-18th-century gilt carved armchairs and 1770s 
marquetry bureau with a view of the Moscow Kremlin and the Hermitage and Monbijou 
Pavilions at Tsarskoe Selo. 

15. Chinese Drawing Room of Alexander I
This interior stands out for its silk walls painted with watercolours in the Chinese manner.
The portraits of the 1st half of the 18th century depict Peter the Great and Catherine I,  
their daughters Anna and Elizabeth, Empress Anna Ioannovna, Catherine II and Alexander I.

16. Exhibition Room 3: Bedroom of Alexander I
This part of the palace housed the private rooms of Emperor Alexander I. His camp bed 
has a special place in our collection of memorial objects. 

17. Exhibition Room 4: Study of Alexander I
The desk in Alexander I’s Study showcases his personal briefcase, spyglass, paperweights, 
maps, and documents written by the emperor. 

18. Passage room before “The Romanovs at Tsarskoe Selo” exhibition
Occupying the former living rooms, the Exhibition is dedicated to Tsarskoe Selo’s crowned 
owners from Elizabeth Petrovna to Nicholas II, the last emperor of Russia.

19. Exhibition Room 5
Tsarkoe Selo was the favourite residence of the family of Nicholas II. He was born in the 
Alexander Palace and later lived there together with Empress Alexandra and their children. 
This room offers the portraits of the crowned couple.

20. Exhibition Room 6
The room has the equestrian portraits of Nicholas II and his father, Alexander III.  
Like his father, Nicholas was Colonel-in-Chief of the Life-Guards Hussar Regiment.

21. Exhibition Room 7
Next to the portrait of Alexander II there is a canvas depicting the oath of his eldest son, 
Grand Duke Nicholas. His death made his younger brother Alexander the heir apparent  
and the future Alexander III. The canvas at right depicts his oath as Tsesarevich  
(heir to the throne).

22. Exhibition Room 8
Alexander I spent his childhood and youth at the Great Palace of Tsarskoe Selo  
(now the Catherine Palace). On the walls in this room hang the portraits of Alexander  
and his brother Nicholas, the younger son of Paul I, who became Emperor Nicholas I  
after Alexander’s death in 1825. 
23. Exhibition Room 9
Dedicated to Empresses Elizabeth Petrovna and Catherine II, this room showcases: 
Catherine’s uniform dress; a Russian 18th-century bureau by Matvey Veretennikov;  
a modern replica of Elizabeth’s court dress; and portraits of grenadiers related to the history 
of the Amber Room.


